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NEWSLETTER  

Individual Highlights: 
 

Alden Brigg: The new 
president of PBNB 

Meet the Grand Manan 
pickleball club 
 
Fredericton: Fundraiser for 
exterior courts 

Players of the month: Phil 
Cassidy & Diane Ross 
 
Provincial initiative for 
membership 
 
 
 
 

EVENTS TO COME IN JULY: 
 

• JULY 3-4: King & Queen of 
the North, Bathurst  
 

•JULY 10-11: Tournoi St-Isidore 
Asphalte Ltée, St Isidore 
 

• JULY 31-AUGUST 
1st:Summer Slam, Saint John. 
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Alden Briggs: The new president of  PBNB 
King & Queen of 

the North, 

Bathurst NB 
 
The registration for the King & 
Queen of the North are still opened 
until June 20. 
 You may contact Fred David for 
the King of the North at: 
Wilfred.david@royconsultants.ca  
 
and for the Queen of the North you 
may contact Marie Camille Roussel 
at: 
marie.camille.roussel@hotmail.com 
 

St Isidore 

Asphalte Ltée 

Tournament 
 
The registration for the St Isidore 
Asphalte Ltée tournament will start 
on June 15, 2021. You may contact 
Hermel McLaughlin for registration 
at : 
Hermel_mclaughlin@hotmail.com 
or by phone at 506-358-2448 

At the last AGM who was held on 
May 22, Alden Briggs was 
nominated as the new president 
of Pickleball New, Brunswick. 
Alden has been a member of the 
board for a year now and he is 
very excited to start his new role 
as president. Alden started to 
play pickleball in 2016 at The 
Village in Florida. Having past 
experience with racquet sport, he 
liked the sport so much that he 
joined the Fredericton Pickleball 
Club on his return to Canada and 
is president of the club since 
September 2016. Alden is now 

driving a big project for the club to 
have exterior court built and is 
leading a fundraising campaign 
that is going very well.  
 
He intends to continue the good 
work that the past president, Mrs. 
Lisa Weir did during the last year. 
Considering the challenging year, 
we had with COVID restriction, 
Alden congratulates the work 
made by Mrs. Weir and her team 
for the great work they did during 
the past year. Alden want PBNB to 
be the catalyst to growing this 
great sport of pickleball in NB 

A memo from our past president: Lisa Weir 

After a very busy year as PBNB 

president, Lisa Weir has decided to 

pass the torch to Alden Briggs, the 

new elected president of PBNB. 

 Lisa is very proud of her team in 

achieving the overhaul of the 

website and the increase in PBNB’s 

social media presence. One of her 

major goals coming on the board 

was to change the perception of 

pickleball and she feels the work 

they did in this area is helping with 

that.  

The biggest challenge for her 

considering the pandemic was that 

there was a lot of foundational 

project and work happening in both 

PCO and PBNB leaving less time to 

work on provincial level initiatives.  

Her goal for the year to come is to 

support the transition to the new 

president and work with the Director 

of tournament, Kumar Raghav on 

some project in that area.  

Considering the challenging year we 

had with the pandemic, Lisa is very 

proud of the work that has been 

done and is very confident that 

Alden, the new president, will do a 

great job and will assure the 

continuation of the work.  

 

Alden says “I want New 
Brunswick to be the best place 
to play pickleball” 

mailto:marie.camille.roussel@hotmail.com
mailto:Hermel_mclaughlin@hotmail.com
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“We like to 
think we 
lead the 
way.” Gloria 
Weagle 

Pickleball, COVID-19, and winter 

Snow? Cold weather? Not a problem for 

the Grand Manan Pickleball club. This 

small island in the Bay of Fundy who 

count 2200 habitant have a pickleball club 

who started with 10 to 12 members is 

now up to 30 to 40 members. Some 

members are seasonal. A lot of people on 

the Island have summer home or are 

going down south for the winter, but 

COVID-19 was a game changer this year 

and it had a positive impact on the 

pickleball group.   

Gloria Weagle, president of the Grand 

Manan pickleball club that they used to 

play on an old tennis court, but they 

petitioned the village to build them court a 

couple of years ago. She recalls that the 

village was very supportive. She 
remembers that the club started about 5 

years ago with the help of Mark 

Renneson who conducted a clinic. Mark 

returned two years later and that was a 

door opener for clinics across the 

Maritimes. Glora Weagle says” We like to 

think we lead the way”.  

 

They were playing inside the community 

center which also houses the council, but 

they went on lockdown, so they were 

forced to play outside all winter long. 

They were cleaning the courts and off 

they went to play with mitts and hats. 

 

 

The club hosted a small tournament 

two years ago reuniting players from 

Maryland, Manitoba, Ontario and 

even Italy. Gloria and her team want 

to organize another “international” 

tournament once everything opens.  

 

On a short-term goal, they would like 

to get kids interested in the sport. 

They assisted in gym classes at the 

school prior to the pandemic.  

 

The Grand Manan pickleball club is 

always looking for new members 

from the island adult population and 

advertise in tourism brochure for summer 

visitors.  

 

Congratulations to the members of the 

Grand Manan pickleball club for your 

dedication and passion. Keep up your 

good work.  

 

 

« We like to 
think we 
lead the 
way”. Gloria 
Weagle 
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Play for the cause: Making history in Saint 

John 
Saturday May 15, 2021 was a historic day 

at Shamrock Park In Saint John as it was 

the first time ever that a pickleball event 

was played on the tennis court.  

 

Pickleball Saint John held the fundraiser 

mixer event in support of PRO Kids in Saint 

John. Local players and PBNB board 

members Kumar Raghav and Lisa Weir  

who are among the founding board 

members who started Pickleball Saint John 

were present at the event.  

 

Pickleball Saint John was founded in 

February 2020 to give the opportunity to 

players to practice competitive as well as 

recreational pickleball during the evening 

and weekends. 

 

The Sping Fling Mixer was a huge 

success. Many volunteers helped to 

prepare the courts and run the event which 

was filled to capacity.  

 

Players enjoyed a beautiful sunny day of 

games on the beautiful courts. The 

generous members of the club paid their 

registration fees and also donated extra 

funds that totaled $500 which PBSJ 

donated to PRO kids.  

 

There are several pickleball events planned this 

summer at Shamrock Park and at other venues 

in the city of Saint John. For anyone interested 

in learning more about pickleball or any of the 

evens, you can visit PBSJ online at :  

https://www.facebook.com/pickleballsaintjohn/  

or contact   

pickleballsaintjohn@gmail.com.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/pickleballsaintjohn/
mailto:pickleballsaintjohn@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTORY CLINIC: ST ISIDORE WELCOME 15 NEW 

PLAYERS 

 

On Saturday May 26, Manon Comeau, 
with the help of  Hermel McLaughlin 
any many volonteer, held an 
introductory clinic at the St Isidore 
Pickleball Court. They welcomed 15 
new players and they had a beautiful 
sunny day for the clinic. Welcome to 
the new members and thank you 
Manon Comeau to give your time to 
teach new players.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT HAPPENED IN NB LAST MONTH? 

RICHIBUCTOU | May 15 
 
At the Centre Kent-Nord Imperial 
on May 15 and 16 took place the 
Richibuctou Pickleball Fest 
tournament. Only zone 1 
participants were aloud. Lisa 
Cormier and Marc Richard won 
the tournament against Diane 
Ross and Paul Beauchene and 

Micheline Cormier and Paul Leblanc 
took the 3rd place.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
MEMRAMCOOK | JUNE 5 
 
As part of the 2021 Community Day 
(June 5), the village of 
Memramcook will present 2 
discover pickleball sesson at the 
Memramcook Tennis Courts 
 
Registration is required: 758-4078 
village@memramcook.com 
 

SHIPPAGAN | JUNE 12-13 
 
Gabriel Fournier & Marie Camille Roussel 
in collaboration with Pickleball Péninsule 
Acadienne will held the Springfest 
tournament as part of the fundraiser for 
the exterior court in Shippagan. Due to 
Public Health measures, the tournament 
will welcome 29 teams from region 
6(Chaleur/Péninsule Acadienne) 
 
The tournament will be played at Centre 
Rhéal Cormier in Shippagan. Spectators 
are welcomed.  

SAINT JOHN | JUNE 12  
 
The PBSJ club is organizing a 
Genderless double pickleball 
tournament at the Shamrock Tennis 
Court on June 12. The tournament will 
be a fundraiser for ASL Society of NB & 
NS 
 
The tournament is a no-assigned 
gender, you can register 2 women, 
mixed or 2 men. The tournament is 
limited to players from Zone 2 (Saint 
John) 

 

SUMMER SLAM: 

PBSJ 
 
The registration for the 
summer slam in Saint John 
will start soon. You can watch 
PBSJ facebook page or  
Instagram for notification 
when registration will be 
opened. 
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5) Your upgrade process will build your 
confident and strenghthen your abilities as 
referee in order to carry your responsibility, 
smoothly and efficiently.  
 

 
 
 

Fredericton: Exterior Court project 

 The Fredericton Pickleball Club have 

begun their fundraising campaign to 

build exterior court in Fredericton. 

The budget for the Fredericton 

dedicated outdoor 6-court pickleball 

facility is 250k$. The planning phase 

of the campaign began in January 

2021. Fredericton Pickleball Club 

officially announced the initiative with 

the launch of Family Campaign 

component in April 2021. The Family 

Campaign is the internal component 

of the initiative which asks FPC 

members to contribute. Their goal 

was 60 000$ from 200 members and 

after almost 2 months, they have 

reached over 70 000$ The 

Campaign end date is March 31, 

2022. In June 2021, they will move 

into the Campaign’s external 

component soliciting support from 

foundations, government grant 

programs, the City of Frederiction as 

well as local business and 

corporations. 

 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH PROGRAM 

 

 
PBNB is happy to announce the 
nomination of Gabriel Fournier as 
Director of Youth Development. 
The position has been vacant for 
the last year and the board is 
happy to welcome a new young 
member. Gabriel is very 
motivated, and he wants to 
promote and develop pickleball in 
the school and with the youth 
crowds, but he needs your helps 

as well.  Gabriel would like to have a 
committee with representative from 
each zone to help in the development.  
 
If you want to help in your area or if you 
have any suggestions, you may contact 
Gabriel at : 
Fournier00@hotmail.com 
 
If you are hosting an event for youth 
players please contact Gabriel or Marie 
Camille and we could post your event in 
our newsletter.  

REFEREE 

 

 
On January 30 and 31, 2021, 22 people 

attended a 6-hour Referee PowerPoint 

training via Zoom. The  

training was presented by Al Thompson, 

PCO/USAP Certified Referee and 

Registered Trainer. 

 

If you have any needs for referee, you may 

contact Ray Cyr, the new Director of 

Referees.  

 

Ray states that the people who got their 

training needs to pass some test and could 

need practice as well. 

 

If you are interested to become a referee, you 

may contact Ray Cyr. Some training sessions 

will be given throughout the year in French and 

in English.  

 

Why should you become a referee? 

1) You can help the sport by promoting 

pickleball and applying the rules. 

2) You can enjoy the atmosphere of 

small and major tournament like and 

be confident for being prepared to 

perform your best. 

3) You can feel a sense of pride for 

giving back to the great game of 

pickleball. 

4) You can stay involved even if you 

don’t play or have stopped playing. 

mailto:Fournier00@hotmail.com
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PLAYER OF THE MONTH: Diane Ross 

 
Meet Diane Ross from Saint-

Grégoire. Diane started to play 

pickleball in fall 2017. She and her 

husband Denis were looking for an 

activity to do together. Even if she 

had never played any racquet 

sport before, she fell in love with it. 

 

Diane mentioned that she is very 

grateful to her dear friend Natasha 

Bourque who encouraged her and 

introduced her to the competitive 

side of the sport. After winning a 

few tournaments, she wanted to 

organize one herself which she did 

with her husband Denis and 

Natasha Bourque. Their 

tournament was supposed to be held in 

October 2020, but the Moncton area 

was putted under the Orange Phase 

and the tournament was post-pone in 

November. But that did not stop Diane 

and her team, and they did an amazing 

job. Diane also collaborated in 

organizing groups and small 

challenges within her group of friends 

all winter long.   

 

She likes to play in different places and 

meet new people. Her long-term goal is 

to go down south to play and take 

lessons with the best players of the 

world.  

PLAYER OF THE MONTH:  Phil Cassidy 

 

 Meet Phil Cassidy from Shediac. 

Phil mostly plays in the Moncton 

area. He was introduced to 

pickleball, by his good friend 

Jacques Leger from Grande-

Digue about 4 years ago, when 

he retired from his job and he got 

addicted to the sport. Phil reports 

that he has played many sports 

in his life such as hockey, 

softball, tennis badminton and 

ping pong which obviously 

played in favor for him. 

 

As he started to get better, he 

played in many tournaments 

from NB to Kingston Ontario 

going from provincial level 

tournament to National. He mostly 

plays in the 4.5 level and more. He 

has played with many partners in 

tournament, but most recently, 

we’ve seen him play with David 

Waddup. Phil had the chance to 

partner up with Jared Uhlman, a 

long time “court rival” at the St 

Isidore Asphalte Ltée Tournament in 

August 2020 and won 1st place. He 

states that it was a nice experience 

to have him as partners as he was 

always his opponent.  

 

His goal is to try harder to cut down 

on unforce errors, improving his 

diking games and play consistently.  

 

If you have any nominations for our players of 
the month, contact me at: 
PBNB.marketing@outlook.com 
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MEMBERSHIP: JOIN IN 

 
Are you part of your local club? 

Do you know that by being part of 

your local club you have access 

to coaching access to venues 

and tournaments? Your local club 

is the door to your pickleball 

journey. You will be able to have 

support and access to a multitude 

services and program. Contact 

your local club to join today.  

 

Are you a member of Pickleball 
Canada? By joining Pickleball Canada 
you also register to Pickleball NB and 
you help encourage the growth of the 
sport. The Board of Members have a 
lot of project they want to achieve and 
one of which is support the local clubs 
and in order to do that we need your 
help. Ask your pickleball friends if they 
are members. If you need any help to 
join in as a member you may contact 
Gerald Thériault, Director of 
Membership at theriaug@gmail.com or 
506-546-4774 /506-545-5729 

mailto:theriaug@gmail.com
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Regional representative wanted. 

 
Pickleball NB is searching for 
regional representative to help 
us in the development of 
pickleball in the province. 
 
We want to connect with clubs 
and groups, and we need you. 
You love pickleball and you 
want to participate in the 
growth of the sport? 

Contact our marketing director. 
Marie Camille Roussel  
at 
PBNB.marketing@outlook.com 
 

72 BellFlower Street 

New Maryland NB  E3C 1C2 

 

PHONE: 

506-476-9855 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

https://pickleballnb.com/ 
 

Pickleball New Brunswick 
 

 
YOU HAVE NEWS TO COMMUNICATE? YOU HAVE AN EVENT YOU WANT TO SHARE? 

CONTACT OUR MARKETING & STRATEGY DIRECTOR 
MARIE CAMILLE ROUSSEL 

506-724-1523 
PBNB.marketing@outlook.com 


