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In this edition: 

Finally, there is some light at the 
end of Covid tunnel. NB has gone 
Green. Life and pickleball are 
expected to return to normal or at 
least the new normal post-Covid 
as all restrictions are expected to 
be lifted. The social aspect of the 
game will return as all pickleball 
courts in NB are expected to get 
even busier. More courts are re-
quired everywhere to meet the 
demand.  
 
Even the pandemic could not stop 
pickleball as this great sport grew 
21% last year. Pickleball is ex-
pected to grow exponentially 

post-Covid. Everyone who 
plays loves this sport and 
many players will tell you that 
they are addicted to pickleball. 
I know I am.  
 
Pickleball NB (PBNB) plans to 
support all aspect of pickle-
ball—both recreational and 
competitively. We have plans 
for NB Club support, Tourna-
ments,  Refereeing, Coaching, 
Youth Programs, and more. 
Please let us know how we can 
help you. PBNB, works closely 
with Pickleball Canada (PCO) 
so if you have any questions 

about either, or you just want to 
get involved, please contact one 
of the PBNB Board members. 
See the PBNB website at:  
http://pickleballnb.com 
See you on the Courts, 

Alden 

PRESIDENT SECTION  
By: Alden Briggs 

August 2, 2021 

KING OF THE NORTH 

On July 3, 2021 for the 
second year, Wilfred David 
organized the men-only 
tournament known as 
« King of the North » in 
Bathurst. A changing 
weather forecast almost 
got the best of the tourna-
ment, but the 12 teams 
registered where able to 
benefit from a very warm 
windy day.  

In the 59 and under divi-
sion (3.5+), Kumar Raghav 
and Justin Simpson were 
able to keep their title and 
won the gold against Phil 
Cassidy and Dave Wadup. 
Organizer Wilfred David 
and his partner John Farine 
finished in a respectable 
3rd place.   

 

In the 3.5 + division, 60 and 
over , President Alden 
Briggs and his partner 
Gilles Doucet won against 
Bruce Fulton and Benoit 
Godin. Steven Christie and 
Tim Kyle finished in 3rd 
position 

Organizer Wilfred David is 
very happy to announce 
that the King of the North 
will be coming back next 
year.  



KING OF THE NORTH WINNERS 
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59 and under 2nd place 59 and under 3rd place 59 and under 1st place 

60 and over 2nd place 60 and over 1st place 60 and over 3rd place 



Last year, PBSJ hosted its first Labour 
Day Tournament. Once again, the club 
will be hosting a tournament on the 
Labor Day weekend (September 4-5); 
however, this tournament will now be 
known as the Bernard Robichaud Me-
morial Tournament. Bernard was a long
-time pickleball player in the Saint John 
area for his wicked spin and “shoot-
from-the-hip” style. Along with being a 
talented player, he was extremely gen-
erous with his time to teach many other 
the game. He taught PBSJ president 
Kumar Raghav how to play and was 
Kumar’s very first doubles partner back 
in the day. He has helped countless oth-
ers to learn or improve their game with 
his kind and patient style. Even though 
he was a very strong player, he never 
chose to try to avoid playing with newer 
players. Sadly, Bernard recently passed 
away due to cancer and many of the 
PBSJ club members shared fond  

memories of his kindness and playing 
with him as well.  
 
PBSJ thought it would be a good idea 
to recognize Bernard by renaming the 
Labour Day tournament to his honour 
dans donating proceeds to a charity 
of the family’s choice. Aline, Bernard’s 
wife was very happy and agreed to 
proceed with the idea.  
 
The tournament filled quickly and 
now has a waitlist.  PBSJ is looking 
forward to the 1st Bernard Robichaud 
Memorial  Pickleball Tournament to 
be held in Thistle St Andrew Curling 
Club in Saint John. The tournament 
will support Romero House Soup 
Kitchen, a local charity that serves 
meals to those in need 365 days a 
year.  

PLAY FOR THE CAUSE: QUEEN OF THE NORTH 

PBSJ: BERNARD ROBICHAUD MEMORIAL 
TOURNAMENT 

 

In the 60 and over age group, Deborah West and Diane Ross went un-
defeated against Liette Landry and Jacinthe Hébert. The 3rd place was 
won by Dawna Briggs and Mary Ellen Wilson-Burgess. The tournament 
was generously sponsored by UNI Financial Corporation. It was also the 
first pickleball tournament ever to gave out tiaras to the winners. The 
organizers said that they will most likely be coming back next year.  
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On July 4, 2021 in Bathurst NB, history was 
made as New Brunswick was welcoming its 
first women only tournament. Organizer Ma-
rie Camille Roussel and Gabriel Fournier gave 
it all for a second time this year to hold a 
fundraiser tournament, this time for the bene-
fit of Breast Cancer Society. Although mother 
nature gave them a few headaches the previ-
ous week, teams and organizers enjoyed a 
very warm and sunny day. A total of 22 teams 
for a total of 44 women (in majority wearing 
pink for the occasion) coming from every-
where in the Maritimes, join in for the cause.  
A donation of 975$ was given to the Canadi-
an Breast Cancer Society.  

Marie Camille and Gabriel says that the cause 
was very important to them as they know a 
few fellow picklers and coworkers who are 
Breast Cancer Survivors.  

All the division were 3.5 +. In the 49 and un-
der Lucie Rail and Louise Robichaud won 
against Natasha Bourque and Lisa Cormier. 
Lisa Weir and Kelsey Wark finished in 3rd 
position. In the 50-59 age group, Chantal 
Godin and Rinette Losier won against 
Maureen David and Francine Jean. The 3rd 
position was won by Brenda Biggar and her 
sister Deborah Fraser.  



QUEEN OF THE NORTH WINNERS 
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ST ISIDORE ASPHALTE LTÉE TOURNAMENT 

 On July 10-11, 2021 in St-Isidore, Pickleball 
Saint Isidore held their 3rd edition of the St-
Isidore Asphalte Ltée Pickleball Tournament. 
Hermel McLaughlin and his team, regardless 
of tropical storm Elsa, were able to manage 
and hold another great tournament.  On Sun-
day, the winners also received a very special 
prize : a bunch of bananas!  

Here are the results : 
Women 3.49 and less: 
Gold: Lison Guignard & Ginette McLaughlin 
Silver: Thérèse Basque & Odette Basque 
Bronze: Chantal Comeau & Marie Mai Haché 
 
Women 3.5 + 54 and under: 
Gold: Louise Robichaud & Lucie Rail 
Silver: Lisa Weir & Jann Marcoux 
Bronze: Chantal Godin & Nadine Chevarie 
 
Women 3.5+ 55 and over: 
Gold: Deborah West & Karen Furlong 
Silver: Ginette LeBouthillier & Carméline 
Mallet 
Bronze: Brenda Biggar & Francine Doucet 
 
 

ST ISIDORE ASPHALTE LTÉE TOURNAMENT 
WINNERS 

Men 3.49 and less: 
Gold: Amit Tamrakar & Mark Butler 
Silver: Fernand Duguay & Luc Bourdon 
Bronze: Normand Gagnon & Marc Le-
blanc 
 
Men 3.5 + 54 and under: 
Gold: John Farine & Rudy Paschke 
Silver: Kumar Raghav & Jeff Ashe 
Bronze: Bernard Manzerolle & Philippe 
Cyr 
 
Mixed 3.5+ 54 and under: 
Gold: Gabriel Fournier & Louise Ro-
bichaud 
Silver: Kumar Raghav & Lisa Weir 
Bronze: Jean Yves Duguay & Johanne 
Dugas 
 
Mixed 3.5+ 55 and over: 
Gold: Rudy Paschke & Deborah West 
Silver: Dave Wadup & Rosemarie Auffrey 
Bronze: Alden Briggs & Karen Furlong 
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1st position Women 3.49 and less 2nd position Women 3.49 and less 3rd position Women 3.49 and less 



ST ISIDORE ASPHALTE LTÉE TOURNAMENT 
WINNERS (CONTINUED) 
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1st position Women 54 and under 3.5+ 2nd position Women 54 and under 3.5+ 3rd position Women 54 and under 3.5+ 

1st position Women 55 and over 3.5+ 2nd position Women 55 and over 3.5+ 3rd position Women 55 and over 3.5+ 
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ST ISIDORE ASPHALTE LTÉE TOURNAMENT 
WINNERS (CONTINUED) 
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PBSJ: SUMMER SLAM TOURNAMENT 

On July 31 and August 1st in Saint 
John, Lisa Weir and Kumar Raghav 
along with PBSJ members held the 
2nd edition of the Summer Slam 
Tournament. For the first time, the 
tournament was held at the beauti-
ful Shamrock Park. Although mo-
ther nature gave a few headaches 
to the organizers, the tournament 
was once again a success.  

In the men 3.0 and under, Denis 
Ross and Paul Chevarie won the 
gold against Ray Cyr and Tylor 
Harper. Aakash Patel and Chintan 
Desai won bronze.  

In the men 3.5 +, Phil Cassidy and 
Dave Wadup won the honors 
against Joel Albert and Marc Ri-
chard. Bernard Manzerolle and 
Mario Godin won the bronze.  

In the women 3.5 +, Diane Ross 
and Françoise St-Onge won the 
gold against Jann Marcoux and 
Louise Robichaud. Susan Plummer  

PBSJ: SUMMER SLAM TOURNAMENT WINNERS 

And Ruth Henry Dickinson won the 
bronze.  

In the mixed 3.5 + 54 and under, 
Lisa Weir and Kumar Raghav won 
the gold against Louise Robichaud 
and Antoine LeGresley. Andrea 
Brown and Jamie Dobbelsteyn 
won the bronze.  

 

In the mixed 3.5+ 55 and over 
Dave Waddup and Rosemarrie 
Auffrey won the gold against 
Bruce Fulton and Ruth Henry Dick-
ison. Libby O Brien and Glenn 
Cook won the bronze.  

 

PBSJ will be organizing another 
tournament on Labour day wee-
kend.  

1st position Men 3.0 and under 2nd position: Men 3.0 and under 3rd position Men 3.0 and under 



PBSJ: SUMMER SLAM TOURNAMENT WINNERS 
(CONTINUED) 

1st & 2nd position Men  3.5+ 
3rd position Men  3.5+ 

Women winners 3.5 + 



PBSJ: SUMMER SLAM TOURNAMENT WINNERS 
(CONTINUED) 

Mixed winners 3.5 + 54 and under 

Mixed winners 3.5 + 55 and over 





Meet the Sackville Pickleball Club. Alt-
hough they are not an officially regis-
tered club, they have generally 15 to 
20 players that play regularly but have 
close to 50 members. They have been 
playing pickleball for about 6 or 7 years.  
During the winter, they play 3 times a week 
at the Mount Allison Gym and they play on 
outside court the rest of the year. The Town 
of Sackville has provided materials and a 
group of volunteer to put in the labor to in-
stall the resurfacing and painting materials 
over the existing tennis court. The courts are 
owned by the town and located in  the Bill 
Johnston Park. The project was brought to 
the table by Kirk Meldrum and Paul Vokey in 
2019. They discussed the project with Matt 
Pryde, Sackville recreation Director.  With the 
advice of Clarence Melanson of Saint Antoine 
in July 2020, the project went on and was 
completed in August 2020.  Mr. Paul Vokey 
says that the town of Sackville was very sup-
portive throughout the project and they feel 
very lucky to be able to have access to such 
nice courts to play the sport they love. The 
group wants to thank the town of Sackvill and 
all the volunteers that helped achieve that 
project. They have a total of 4 courts availa-
ble. The published time s to play at the Tan-
tramar Pickleball Zone are Tuesday, Thurs-
day,  
Friday, and Saturday from 9:00 am until 
about noon.  

August 10-August 15: Canadian National 
Championship, Red Deer AB 
 
August 20-22: Acadian Challenge,  
Shippagan NB 
 
Sept 4-5: Bernard Robichaud Memorial 
Tournament, saint John NB 

SACKVILLE: TANTRAMAR PICKLEBALL ZONE 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Pickleball NB would like to wish good luck to our New Brunswick pickleball players 
who will attend the Canadian National Championship in Red Deer Alberta from August 
10 to August 15, 2021: 

Lisa Weir  

Kumar Raghav 

Jeff Ashe 

Alden Briggs 

Reg Van Drecht 

Angela Weld delivered 2 referee cli-
nics . One was on July 12 at the River-
view OCC (Old Coach Courts) in the 
Moncton area and the second was on 
July 13 in the Fredericton area.  
 
A well-deserved thank you to all 13  
participants who braved the scoring 
heat to attend these clinics as well as 
the evaluator for level 1 referee Angela 
Weld who came from NS. In the future, 
we hope that NB will be able to train its 
own referees and have a well-
established officating team throughout 
the whole province.  
 
Also, tournament organizer Wilfred Da-
vid, Marie Camille Roussel Gabriel 
Fournier and Hermel McLaughlin will 
like to thank Denis Ross, Alden Briggs 
and Ray Cyr who have accepted  to 
judge games during the tournaments in 
the month of July.  
 

CANADIAN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RED DEER 
ALBERTA 

REFEREE CLINIC 
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Share your club ’s 

news with us!  

PBNB.marketing@ 

outlook.com  

Congratulations to all 7 who 
reached their level 1 status: 
Alden Briggs 
Ray Cyr 
David Hudson 
Denis Ross 
Garry Uhl 
Reg Van Drecht 
Gerry Williamson 



Meet Clarence Melanson from 
Saint Antoine. He discovered pick-
leball through a friend who had 
seen people playing it in his area. 
At the beginning he and Stéphane 
Maillet had started to play twice a 
week at the school gym in Saint 
Antoine. After that, he made con-
tact to book 2 other night at a gym 
in Cocagne.  He has worked very 
hard with a team a volunteer to 
raise money in order to repair  the 
tennis court in Saint Antoine and 
they were able to do 5 pickleball 
courts. Although Clarence did par-
ticipate in some tournaments, he is 
more motivated by recruiting new 
players, some of them that take 
pleasure to use their abilities from 
past sport and apply them to pick-
leball. He also enjoys seeing peo-
ple that have never played any 
sport before becoming so passion-

ate about pickleball. Clarence is 
always open to give advice to other 
clubs. He helped the Sackville play-
ers in the establishment of their 
pickleball court.  
 
His long-term goal is to con-
tinue to maintain the pickle-
ball courts and to continue to 
give introductory clinic in or-
der to ensure the continuity 
of the sport. Clarence is a 
clear example of a passionate 
volunteer who gives their 
time to help the growth of 
the sport. Pickleball NB feels 
very happy to be able to 
count him as a member of the 
organization. Pickleball NB 
wants to say thank you to 
Clarence for everything he 
does for the sport.  

Although Manon has participated in a 
few tournaments, she finds satisfac-
tion by giving her time to help the 
beginners and recruit new members 
mostly by the fact that she does not 
have a competitive spirit.  
 
Manon has helped organized 3 tour-
naments for the Pickleball St Isidore 
Club. She wishes to see the sport 
growing and see more intergenera-
tional play between members. She 
wants to recruits young players. She is 
an active member in St Isidore and 
she has made exceptional achieve-
ments with her clinics through the 
years.  
 
Pickleball NB is very proud of her and 
thanks her for all the great work. Mr 
Hermel McLaughlin, president of Pick-
leball Saint Isidore gave her a special 
award to thank her for all her work 
that she does to the club during the St
-Isidore Asphalte Ltée tournament on 
July 10.  

Meet Manon Comeau from Tracadie-
Sheila. Manon has discovered pickleball 
in 2016 in Florida through her cousin 
Terry Morais, who is a national coach in 
Windsor Ontario and in Florida. He gave 
her a private lesson and she immediately 
knew that she was hooked on the sport.  
She has played with people from all ag-
es and has made it her mission to give 
the opportunity to people from all age.  
When she came back home, she ap-
proached m. Rodrigue Haché, President 
of the University of the Third Age and 
she began her journey in the Tracadie 
area. She learned that pickleball had 
been in the Acadian Peninsula for 3 
years and she asked Mr. Jean Yves 
Duguay to give clinics to the members of 
the U3A.  In August of the same year, 
she took a training session called “Train 
the trainer” that gave her the tools to 
give introductory clinics to other players. 
To this day, Manon has given clinics to 
over 1000 students in schools and to 
more than 500 adults in the Acadian 
Peninsula.  
 

PLAYER OF THE MONTH: CLARENCE MELANSON 

PLAYER OF THE MONTH: MANON COMEAU 
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72 Bellfower Street 
New Maryland NB  E3C 1G2 

If you have a news to communicate or your group is doing an 
activity for pickleball, please contact us at : 

Pbnb.marketing@outlook.com 

 

We want to know what’s happening in your area. 

PBNB: Marketing 

Phone: 506-476-9855 

Pickleballnb.com 


